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Abstract 
 
Art has always been an effective tool for teaching and learning among various classes of people. When combined with reading, 
writing, speaking and listening, art  can open doors for high levels of analysis and also challenge students to explore themselves 
and their surroundings and thus find avenues for sophisticated comprehension and communication. Familiarizing learners with 
arts is  an enjoyable part of authentic learning; the heart and soul that complement mind and body, a powerful integrative force 
that teaches the whole child social, creative, emotional, intellectual, and physical” (Le Francois, Psychology for Teaching, pg. 
499). Moreover , art has a profound ability and also an invaluable tool for  teachers at all levels to enhance instruction for English 
Language Learners. 
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1. Introduction 
 
Every time we watch a child's face light up as she plays the first few notes of a song or puts the final touches on a 
painting, we see the power for the arts to educate and inspire. We know that exposure to the arts and humanities not 
only fires children's imaginations but also makes their spirits soar. Participation in the arts can help them think, 
learn, and grow. It can give them the positive alternatives they need to stay out of harm's way and the confidence to 
reach their God-given potential. -- First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton, Coming Up Taller Awards, 1998  
 
The arts enable students to understand the world in which they live. Arts are central part of the human 
experience. A focus on the arts is not just a theme for an initiative, but rather something I am genuinely driven by. 
What makes this issue particularly important right now to me is that I don't hear it talked about much in mainstream 
education circles. Instead, the arts often get subjugated to the role of the unnecessary, the extraneous, the 
extracurricular and the expendable. I'm trying to say here that I disagree with that role. Also, many kids are bored in 
school and have nothing there that makes them want to go. If you unlock a child's capacity for art, whether it is 
visual arts, theatre, dance or music, that capacity can be the motivator for a child to make the academic grades to 
stay in the choir or the band. This motivator gives the child a sense of anticipation, hope and interest that otherwise 
he doesn't have. The arts are essential. We cannot do without them. They are an integral part of a good, overall 
academic preparation for life. Throughout history people have recorded their struggles, their dreams and their lives 
in works of art.  
 Young people cannot participate in the human conversation or have a true understanding of human history 
without engaging in the study of the arts. The arts are as basic to enlightened citizenship as understanding the 
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workings of numbers, words, and history. The arts provide languages for shaping and expressing our 
understandings. that people of thing can be hurtful to a child's self-esteem and development. Instead, we should help 
each child discover something that he or she is good at, whether it is painting, drawing, singing, acting or athletics. 
That is where self-esteem comes from and self-esteem is a key to unlocking potential. For many peoples who grow 
up in neglected or abusive households, the arts can unlock potential more than anything else ever will. Whether we 
think of the arts as languages, forms of intelligence or learning modalities, most educators agree that the arts can 
engage diverse learners and provide them with opportunities to share what they know.   
The arts help develop capacities and attitudes central to learning and to life Engagement in attending to or 
creating a work of art develops the imagination, which Maxine Green tells us is "the capacity to see things as if they 
could be otherwise".  Surely this is a crucial capacity for those who will shape the future.   Imagination makes 
empathy possible, because to understand another we must be able to imagine living their life. To work in the arts, 
students are required to think critically, pose problems and make decisions, central capacities in all of learning. 
Students who participate regularly in the arts develop self-confidence.  
We believe the creative process has a positive, transforming effect. It teaches hope: when people are engaged in 
creating, they learn that the dimensions of their lives are without limits. Because we see the arts as vehicles for 
children's growth in self-confidence, respectful relations with others, and development of learning skills we measure 
our success by how much they grow.  Our surveys addressed how well we met our goals and objectives for people's 
growth. They see themselves as capable of doing work that is personally satisfying and publicly acknowledged.  
Because serious work in the arts requires persistence, students develop self-discipline and come to understand what 
it means to make multiple revisions to achieve high standards.  Because so many art forms are collaborative in 
nature, students often develop the crucial ability to work on a common project with others.   It is because of these 
relations between the arts and the development of self-esteem that so may arts educators say that the arts save lives.  
 Arts learning helps us move from the pedagogical model of teacher-as-expert to the pedagogy of "making" 
where the classroom has the feel of a studio doing original, beautiful work; where the learner is engaged in a 
collective process that asks them to take an increasing responsibility for what is happening. Classrooms that connect 
art and technology into cooperative projects with others are environments where arts learning is already happening. 
At a time when arts based curriculums have been greatly de-emphasized in the current standard-based learning 
model art classes such as our "Comics and Cartooning", "Writers Club," "Book Craft," and "Mixed Media Art" have 
allowed children to explore artistic interest in a variety of creative and imaginative ways. In addition to these classes 
Community Schools participants have consistently expressed a desire to explore the people and cultures of our 
community. Classes such as "Global Art," "Threadwork and Embroidery," "East African Cooking" and "Spanish 
Club" give children a chance to delve into several cultures to explore and better understand the world in which they 
live.  
The Community Schools program also sponsors summer language camps, which attracts a diverse student body 
into a fun activity-based instruction in language and culture of Spanish, Japanese, Chinese and Arabic. It is hoped 
that with this greater understanding and exposure to the wealth of diversity of our community we might be able to 
understand and honor each other and the contributions we all make. Society has had a sporadic love affair with the 
arts.  In times of plenty, the arts flourish; in times of scarcity, the arts are in danger. The arts provide languages for 
shaping and expressing our understandings. 
 Whether we think of the arts as languages, forms of intelligence, or learning modalities, most educators agree 
that the arts can engage diverse learners and provide them with opportunities to share what they know. The arts help 
develop intellectual skills. To work in the arts, students are required to notice carefully, analyze and interpret diverse 
texts, think critically, pose problems, and make decisions and generate multiple solutions.  The development of these 
capacities makes students better learners. The arts contribute to social and emotional growth. Students who 
participate regularly in the arts develop self-confidence.  They see themselves as capable of doing work that is 
personally satisfying and publicly acknowledged.  Because serious work in the arts requires persistence, students 
develop self-discipline and come to understand what it means to make multiple revisions to achieve high standards.  
Because so many art forms are collaborative in nature, students often develop the crucial ability to work on a 
common project with others. The arts contribute to better teaching. Engagement in the arts helps educators develop a 
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broader repertoire of strategies to engage diverse students in learning.  Certain powerful educational practices are 
inherent in the arts such as collaborative learning; portfolio assessment; emphasis on revision; and the construction 
of rich, long-term projects.  
The arts support the formation of community. Whether engaged as audience in a powerful common experience or 
engaged in creating art with others, the arts open pathways for dialogue.  And because the arts deal with central 
aspects of the human experience, those who participate in arts experiences can come to understand one another in 
new ways. The establishment of these relationships between the arts and learning 1 requires a dual focus on learning 
in the arts and on understanding the power of the arts in all areas of learning.  Many projects in arts education 
emphasize one of these approaches to the exclusion of the other.  But in the best projects there is a recognition that 
one cannot exist without the other.  
We define the arts as music, visual arts, drama, dance and literature/creative writing. Evidence shows that 
learning the arts engages the student in two modes of "doing" that are typically beyond the meaning of study as used 
in the traditional classroom: first, they require performance, whether painting, dancing or reciting a script--this is 
considerably different from answering a quiz or taking a multiple choice test; and second, they require creative 
action to be taken by the student--to visualize what to paint as well as paint it or to choose tempo, dynamics and 
phrasing while performing music. Recent work in the field of cognitive psychology suggests the arts as intelligences 
beyond the merely logical, sequential, verbal, and rational to which the schools almost exclusively teach. Ownership 
of the work is a driving force in arts training. 
 The student has chosen this path and knows he will stand or fall based on his own effort. He challenges himself 
to succeed at a task he has set. He takes his work seriously and knows that true motivation comes from within. He 
understands that he must sustain himself when the going gets rough. He understands that hard work and discipline 
are required if he is to succeed. If it takes six hours of practice a day, that is what he does. He is the keeper of his 
own vision. Opportunities to practice the arts benefit students’ cognitive development and enhance literacy and 
language development. Students from highly diverse linguistic and cultural backgrounds with varying academic 
needs thrive in programs that incorporate the universal language of art elements and images; access multiple 
intelligences; and encourage critical and conceptual thinking along with technical and creative problem-solving 
skills. Students engaged in quality arts curricula develop confidence and find outlets for individuality and self-
inquiry. While engaging in a variety of learning styles, their imaginations and visual awareness are stimulated and 
they learn to understand the work of others and express their own point of view. Through the arts, young people 
have opportunities to develop their voices; enhance multicultural awareness; take pride in heritage; and recognize 
their role in, respond to, and participate in the world at large. Students in the arts develop the capacity to integrate 
many aspects of the self and translate that integrated self into action.  
They learn by doing, truly active learning. It is impossible for a student to learn to play the piano by watching her 
teacher. She learns to play by playing and her "doing" involves her body, her mind, and her spirit. Further, she has to 
put herself out in the world, to perform, in order to progress and that takes courage and willingness to risk. You can't 
cheat in the arts. You can't send someone else to play your recital. Learning a language is made infinitely simpler 
when you understand how to harness your own personal mental strengths. “Sadly, most people who have ever tried 
to learn a foreign tongue come out convinced that they are incapable of it,” says teacher Paul Noble, who taught 
himself to speak six languages after leaving school and is the founder of the Paul Noble Language Institute and 
creator of Collins audio language courses. “The problem isn’t our ability, it’s the way we’ve been taught. If you can 
speak English, you can learn any language.” Figure out your learning type, and mastering even Mandarin becomes a 
simple step-by-step process. We spoke to the world’s leading experts to develop a fail-safe plan to mastering a new 
tongue. The arts have a profound ability to enrich the lives they touch and can be an invaluable tool for teachers at 
all levels to enhance instruction for English Language Learners.  
 It is critical for educators to understand the ways in which students’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds 
profoundly influence their experiences in the classroom. The visual arts enhance language development by offering 
non-verbal methods for communication and understanding and by providing a platform for students to create mental 
images. Integrating the arts into language arts and the content areas can give students the opportunity to engage in 
new and varied approaches while gaining positive emotional responses to learning, understanding others and 
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communicating their own ideas. The arts as a core content area are integral to a well-rounded education. " Plato 
declared, " I would teach children music, physics, and philosophy; but most importantly music, for in the patterns of 
music and all the arts are the keys of learning." Henry James supported these thoughts by writing "It is art that 
makes life, makes interest, makes importance, and I know of no substitute whatever for the force and beauty of its 
process." 
The arts community has much to teach us about educating the imagination, or developing the spirit of inquiry, 
which guides and informs the creative process. 
 
2. Conclusion 
 
As we work to develop communities that reduce the risks to which children are exposed and promote their 
learning, safety, and resiliency, it is critical to provide children with exposure to a variety of learning opportunities 
and styles, different kinds of adult mentors and role models, and possibilities for positive relationships with peers, 
parents, and other adults. The arts community is a rich reservoir in this regard. The Coming Up Taller Awards are an 
effective strategy for encouraging an investment in community arts programs for children and youth. The arts are 
windows on the world in the same way that science helps us see the world around us. Literature, music, theater, the 
visual arts, the media (film, photography, and television), architecture, and dance reveal aspects about ourselves, the 
world around us, and the relationship between the two.The study of the arts helps students develop a sense of 
judgment, of choosing, and of asserting their choices. Only they can decide how they wish to interpret a passage. 
This is a quality of the self that cannot be "taught" but must be developed. By placing art within the language 
classroom setting enabling them to express their ideas visually as well as by speaking and writing, teachers can: 
• Build on prior knowledge. 
• Scaffold instruction. 
• Create a bridge between written and spoken language. 
• Make learning relevant and meaningful. 
• Help students develop self-esteem. 
• Foster creativity. 
• Develop an appreciation of the past. 
• Highlight similarities and differences. 
• Foster higher order thinking skills. 
• Promote high levels of analysis, reasoning, and questioning. 
• Support creative thinking. 
• Model problem solving. 
• Emphasize interpreting and communication of ideas. 
• Enhance students’ ways of observing, responding to, and representing the world. 
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